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common name scientific name status

Ducks, Geese anD swans anatiDae  

West Indian Whistling-Duck Dendrocygna arborea PR B 4

Greater White-fronted Goose Anser albifrons WR 5

Snow Goose Chen caerulescens WR 3

Ross’s Goose Chen rossii WR 5

Canada Goose Branta canadensis WR 4

Mute Swan Cygnus olor V (I?) 4

Wood Duck Aix sponsa WR 4

American Wigeon Anas americana WR 3

Blue-winged Teal Anas discors WR 1

Northern Shoveler Anas clypeata WR 4

White-cheeked Pintail Anas bahamensis PR B 1

Northern Pintail Anas acuta WR 3

Green-winged Teal Anas crecca WR 2

Redhead Aythya americana WR 4

Ring-necked Duck Aythya collaris WR 3

Lesser Scaup Aythya affinis WR 3

White-winged Scoter Melanitta fusca H 5

Bufflehead Bucephala albeola V 5

Hooded Merganser Lophodytes cucullatus WR 4

Red-breasted Merganser Mergus serrator WR 4

Ruddy Duck Oxyura jamaicensis WR 4

new worlD Quail oDontophoriDae  

Northern Bobwhite Colinus virginianus I PR B 2

Grebes poDicipeDiDae  

Least Grebe Tachybaptus dominicus PR B 2

Pied-billed Grebe Podilymbus podiceps PR B? 3

FlaminGos phoenicopteriDae  

American Flamingo Phoenicopterus ruber V 4

albatrosses DiomeDeiDae  

Black-browed Albatross Thalassarche melanophris V 5

shearwaters anD petrels procellariiDae  

Herald Petrel Pterodroma arminjoniana H 5

Black-capped Petrel Pterodroma hasitata TR 4

Cory’s Shearwater Calonectris diomedea TR 4

Great Shearwater Puffinus gravis TR 4

Sooty Shearwater Puffinus griseus TR 4

Manx Shearwater Puffinus puffinus V 5

Audubon’s Shearwater Puffinus lherminieri PR B 1

storm-petrels hyDrobatiDae  

Wilson’s Storm-Petrel Oceanites oceanicus TR 4

Leach’s Storm-Petrel Oceanodroma leucorhoa TR 4

Band-rumped Storm-Petrel Oceanodroma castro TR 4

tropicbirDs phaethontiDae  

White-tailed Tropicbird Phaethon lepturus SR B 2

common name scientific name status

FriGatebirDs FreGatiDae  

Magnificent Frigatebird Fregata magnificens PR B 1

boobies anD Gannets suliDae  

Brown Booby Sula leucogaster SR 3

Northern Gannet Morus bassanus WR 3

cormorants phalacrocoraciDae  

Neotropic Cormorant Phalacrocorax brasilianus SR 3

Double-crested Cormorant Phalacrocorax auritus PR B 1

Darters anhinGiDae  

Anhinga Anhinga anhinga V 5

pelicans pelecaniDae  

American White Pelican Pelecanus erythrorhynchos V 4

Brown Pelican Pelecanus occidentalis  PR B 2

bitterns anD herons arDeiDae  

American Bittern Botaurus lentiginosus WR 4

Least Bittern Ixobrychus exilis PR B 3

Great Blue Heron Ardea herodias WR 1

Great Egret Ardea alba WR B 1

Snowy Egret Egretta thula WR 3

Little Blue Heron Egretta caerulea PR B 1

Tricolored Heron Egretta tricolor PR B 1

Reddish Egret Egretta rufescens PR B 1

Cattle Egret Bubulcus ibis PR B 2

Green Heron Butorides virescens PR B 1

Black-crowned Night-Heron Nycticorax nycticorax PR B 3

Yellow-crowned Night-Heron Nyctanassa violacea PR B 2

ibises anD spoonbills threskiornithiDae  

White Ibis Eudocimus albus WR 4

Glossy Ibis Plegadis falcinellus WR 3

Roseate Spoonbill Platalea ajaja V 4

new worlD Vultures cathartiDae  

Turkey Vulture Cathartes aura PR B 1

osprey panDioniDae  

Osprey Pandion haliaetus PR B 2

hawks, eaGles, anD kites accipitriDae  

Swallow-tailed Kite Elanoides forficatus TR 4

Bald Eagle Haliaeetus leucocephalus V 4

Northern Harrier Circus cyaneus WR 3

Sharp-shinned Hawk Accipiter striatus WR 4

Swainson’s Hawk Buteo swainsoni V 5

Red-tailed Hawk Buteo jamaicensis PR B 1

rails, Gallinules, anD coots ralliDae  

Black Rail Laterallus jamaicensis H 5

Clapper Rail Rallus longirostris PR B 2

Virginia Rail Rallus limcola WR 4

CHECKLIST OF  
THE BIRDS OF ABACO

Tony White and Woody Bracey

This checklist includes all the birds found in the Abacos 
since 1950. Specifically the area covered by this checklist 
includes Great and Little Abaco, Moores Island, Gorda 
Cay, the cays east of Great Abaco (e.g. Man-o-War Cay, 
Elbow Cay, Great Guana Cay, and Green Turtle Cay), cays 
stretching north and west of Abaco to Walker’s Cay, and off 
shore waters within 20 miles of land. 

The common and scientific names of the birds and the 
sequence in which they are listed follow the American 
Ornithologists’ Union Checklist of North American Birds, 
7th Edition and supplements thereto. This may cause some 
confusion, as the “official” common names of some species 
are different from names often used in the Bahamas. For 
example we list the approved species name Cuban Parrot 
rather than the local names Bahama or Abaco Parrot. The 
sequence of bird families and species has also changed 
and many older field guides will use older sequences. 
We anticipate that new field guides will follow the latest 
sequence.

 

The entry for each species contains a letter or letters showing 
the status of the species and a number showing the species’ 
abundance or rarity on Abaco. For example the notation WR 
4 indicates that the species is a winter resident but only occurs 
irregularly. The status codes are defined as follows:

 PR Permanent resident, present year round
 SR Summer resident, present mid-May to July or
   August
 TR Transient, migrates through Abaco but does not 
  normally stay for a full season
 WR Winter Resident, present December to February
 B Breeds on Abaco or its associated cays
 H Hypothetical, credibly reported but further 
  confirmation needed
 I Introduced species, not indigenous to the Bahamas
   or the New World
 V Vagrant, outside normal range, fewer than five
   records for Abaco
 X Extirpated – no longer found on Abaco

The numbers 1–6 that follow the letters are the American 
Birding Association Birding Codes modified to fit the 
abundance of the species on Abaco. The codes are: 

 1 Common (widespread and numerous) 
 2 Uncommon (confined range and locally numerous)
 3 Rare (rare non-breeding visitors and very local 
  breeding residents)
  4 Casual (reported irregularly)
 5 Accidental (outside normal range, fewer than five 
  records)
 6 Cannot be found at the present time, either extinct 
  or extirpated.
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common name scientific name status

Goatsuckers caprimulGiDae  

Common Nighthawk Chordeiles minor TR 4

Antillean Nighthawk Chordeiles gundlachii SR B 1

Chuck-will’s-widow Antrostomus carolinensis PR B 2

swiFts apoDiDae  

Chimney Swift Chaetura pelagica TR 4

humminGbirDs trochiliDae  

Bahama Woodstar Calliphlox evelynae PR B 3

Ruby-throated Hummingbird Archilochus colubris V 4

Cuban Emerald Chlorostibon ricordii PR B 1

kinGFishers alceDiniDae  

Belted Kingfisher Megaceryle alcyon WR 1

wooDpeckers anD allies piciDae  

West Indian Woodpecker Melanerpes superciliaris PR B 2

Yellow-bellied Sapsucker Sphyrapicus varius WR 2

Hairy Woodpecker Picoides villosus PR B 1

Falcons anD caracaras FalconiDae  

American Kestrel Falco sparverius PR B 1

Merlin Falco columbarius WR 2

Peregrine Falcon Falco peregrinus WR 3

parakeets anD parrots psittaciDae  

Cuban Parrot Amazona leucocephala PR B 2

tyrant Flycatchers tyranniDae  

Eastern Wood-Pewee Contopus virens TR 4

Cuban Pewee Contopus caribaeus PR B 1

Yellow-bellied Flycatcher Empidonax flaviventris V 5

Acadian Flycatcher Empidonax virescens TR 4

Eastern Phoebe Sayornis phoebe WR 3

Great Crested Flycatcher Myiarchus crinitus WR 4

Brown-crested Flycatcher Myiarchus tyrannulus V 4

La Sagra’s Flycatcher Myiarchus sagrae PR B 1

Western Kingbird Tyrannus verticalis TR 4

Eastern Kingbird Tyrannus tyrannus TR 4

Gray Kingbird Tyrannus dominicensis SR B 1

Loggerhead Kingbird Tyrannus caudifasciatus PR B 1

Scissor-tailed Flycatcher Tyrannus forficatus V 4

Vireos VireoniDae  

White-eyed Vireo Vireo griseus WR 3

Thick-billed Vireo Vireo crassirostris PR B 1

Yellow-throated Vireo Vireo flavifrons WR 3

Blue-headed Vireo Vireo solitarius TR 4

Warbling Vireo Vireo gilvus TR 4

Philadelphia Vireo Vireo philadelphicus TR 3

Red-eyed Vireo Vireo olivaceus TR 3

Black-whiskered Vireo Vireo altiloquus SR B 1

common name scientific name status

Jays anD crows corViDae  

Fish Crow Corvus ossifragus V 4

swallows hirunDiniDae  

Purple Martin Progne subis  TR 4

Tree Swallow Tachycineta bicolor TR 2

Bahama Swallow Tachycineta cyaneoviridis PR B 1

Northern Rough-winged Swallow  Stelgidopteryx serripennis TR 4

Bank Swallow Riparia riparia TR 4

Cliff Swallow Petrochelidon pyrrhonota TR 4 

Barn Swallow Hirundo rustica TR 2

wrens troGloDytiDae  

House Wren Troglodytes aedon WR 4

Gnatcatchers polioptiliDae  

Blue-gray Gnatcatcher Polioptila caerulea PR B 1

kinGlets reGuliDae  

Ruby-crowned Kinglet Regulus calendula WR 4

thrushes turDiDae  

Veery Catharus fuscescens TR 4

Gray-cheeked Thrush Catharus minimus TR 4

Bicknell’s Thrush Catharus bicknelli H 4

Swainson’s Thrush Catharus ustulatus TR 3

Hermit Thrush Catharus guttatus WR 4

Wood Thrush Hylocichla mustelina TR 5

American Robin Turdus migratorius WR 4

Red-legged Thrush Turdus plumbeus PR B 1

mockinGbirDs anD thrashers mimiDae  

Gray Catbird Dumetella carolinensis WR 1

Bahama Mockingbird Mimus gundlachii PR B 3

Northern Mockingbird Mimus polyglottos PR B 1

starlinGs sturniDae  

European Starling Sturnus vulgaris I PR B 3

pipits motacilliDae  

American Pipit Anthus rubescens WR 4

waxwinGs bombycilliDae  

Cedar Waxwing Bombycilla cedrorum WR 4

wooD-warblers paruliDae  

Ovenbird Seiurus aurocapilla WR 1

Worm-eating Warbler Helmitheros vermivorum WR 2

Louisiana Waterthrush Parkesia motacilla WR 3

Northern Waterthrush Parkesia noveboracensis WR 1

Blue-winged Warbler Vermivora cyanoptera WR 3

Black-and-white Warbler Mniotilta varia WR 2

Prothonotary Warbler Protonotaria citrea TR 3

Swainson’s Warbler Limnothlypis swainsonii WR 4

Tennessee Warbler Oreothlypis peregrina TR 4

common name scientific name status

Sora Porzana carolina WR 2

Purple Gallinule Porphyrio matinicus WR 4

Common Gallinule Gallinula galeata PR B 1

American Coot Fulica americana PR B 1

Caribbean Coot Fulica caribaea PR B? 4

limpkins aramiDae  

Limpkin Aramus guarauna PR B 2

stilts anD aVocets recurVirostriDae  

Black-necked Stilt Himantopus mexicanus PR B 3

American Avocet Recurvirostra americana WR 4

oystercatchers haematopoDiDae  

American Oystercatcher Haematopus palliatus PR B 2

lapwinGs anD ploVers charaDriiDae  

Black-bellied Plover Pluvialis squatarola WR 1

American Golden-Plover Pluvialis dominica TR 4

Wilson’s Plover Charadrius wilsonia PR B 2

Semipalmated Plover Charadrius semipalmatus WR 2

Piping Plover Charadrius melodus WR 3

Killdeer Charadrius vociferus WR 2

sanDpipers anD phalaropes scolopaciDae  

Spotted Sandpiper Actitis macularius WR 1

Solitary Sandpiper Tringa solitaria WR 2

Greater Yellowlegs Tringa melanoleuca WR 2

Willet Tringa semipalmata PR B 2

Lesser Yellowlegs Tringa flavipes WR 3

Upland Sandpiper Bartramia longicauda TR 4

Whimbrel Numenius phaeopus TR 4

Hudsonian Godwit Limosa haemastica V 5

Marbled Godwit Limosa fedoa V 5

Ruddy Turnstone Arenaria interpres PR 2

Red Knot Calidris canutus WR 3

Sanderling Calidris alba WR 1

Dunlin Calidris alpina WR 2

Least Sandpiper Calidris minutilla WR 2

White-rumped Sandpiper Calidris fuscicollis TR 3

Buff-breasted Sandpiper Tryngites subruficollis V 5

Pectoral Sandpiper Calidris melanotos TR 3

Semipalmated Sandpiper Calidris pusilla TR 2

Western Sandpiper Calidris mauri TR 2

Stilt Sandpiper Calidris himantopus TR 3

Short-billed Dowitcher Limnodromus griseus WR 1

Long-billed Dowitcher Limnodromus scolopaceus WR 4

Wilson’s Snipe Gallinago delicata WR 3

Wilson’s Phalarope Phalaropus tricolor V 4

common name scientific name status

skuas anD JaeGers stercorariiDae  

Pomarine Jaeger Stercorarius pomarinus TR 3

Parasitic Jaeger Stercorarius parasiticus TR 4

Gulls, terns, anD skimmers lariDae  

Black-legged Kittiwake Rissa tridactyla V 4

Bonaparte’s Gull Chroicocephalus philadelphia WR 4

Black-headed Gull Chroicocephalus ridibundus V 4

Laughing Gull Leucophaeus atricilla PR B 1

Ring-billed Gull Larus delawarensis WR 1

Herring Gull Larus argentatus WR 2

Lesser Black-backed Gull Larus fuscus WR 2

Great Black-backed Gull Larus marinus WR 4

Brown Noddy Anous stolidus SR B 3

Sooty Tern Onychoprion fuscatus SR B 2

Bridled Tern Onychoprion anaethetus SR B 2

Least Tern Sternula antillarum SR B 1

Gull-billed Tern Gelochelidon nilotica SR 3

Caspian Tern Hydroprogne caspia TR 4

Black Tern Chlidonias niger TR 4

Roseate Tern Sterna dougallii SR B 2

Common Tern Sterna hirundo TR 3

Arctic Tern Sterna paradisaea V 4

Forster’s Tern Sterna forsteri WR 4

Royal Tern Thalasseus maximus PR 1

Sandwich Tern Thalasseus sandvicensis SR 4

Black Skimmer Rynchops niger WR 4

piGeons anD DoVes columbiDae  

Rock Pigeon Columba livia I PR B 3

White-crowned Pigeon Patagioenas leucocephala PR B 1

Eurasian Collared Dove Streptopelia decaocto I PR B 1

White-winged Dove Zenaida asiatica PR B 3

Zenaida Dove Zenaida aurita PR B 3

Mourning Dove Zenaida macroura PR B 2

Common Ground-Dove Columbina passerina PR B 1

Key West Quail-Dove Geotrygon chrysia PR B 3

cuckoos anD anis  cuculiDae  

Yellow-billed Cuckoo Coccyzus americanus PR 3

Mangrove Cuckoo Coccyzus minor PR B 3

Smooth-billed Ani Crotophaga ani PR B 1

barn owls tytoniDae  

Barn Owl Tyto alba PR B 3

typical owls striGiDae  

Burrowing Owl Athene cunicularia V 4

Northern Saw-whet Owl Aegolius acadicus V 5
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Orange-crowned Warbler Oreothlypis celata TR 4

Nashville Warbler Oreothlypis ruficapilla WR 4

Connecticut Warbler Oporonis agilis TR 4

Kentucky Warbler Geothlypis formosa TR 4

Bahama Yellowthroat Geothlypis rostrata PR B 1

Common Yellowthroat Geothlypis trichas WR 1

Hooded Warbler Setophaga citrina WR 3

American Redstart Setophaga ruticilla WR 1

Kirtland’s Warbler Setophaga kirtlandii WR 4

Cape May Warbler Setophaga tigrina WR 1

Northern Parula Setophaga americana WR 1

Magnolia Warbler Setophaga magnolia WR 3

Bay-breasted Warbler Setophaga castanea TR 4

Blackburnian Warbler Setophaga fusca TR 4

Yellow Warbler Setophaga petechia PR B 1

Chestnut-sided Warbler Setophaga pensylvanica TR 4

Blackpoll Warbler Setophaga striata TR 3

Black-throated Blue Warbler Setophaga caerulescens WR 2

Palm Warbler Setophaga palmarum WR 1

Olive-capped Warbler Setophaga pityophila PR B 1

Pine Warbler Setophaga pinus PR B 1

Yellow-rumped Warbler Setophaga coronata WR 2

Yellow-throated Warbler Setophaga dominica WR 1

Bahama Warbler Setophaga flavescens PR B 1

Prairie Warbler Setophaga discolor WR 1

Black-throated Green Warbler Setophaga virens WR 3

Wilson’s Warbler Cardellina pusilla TR 4

Yellow-breasted Chat Icteria virens TR 4

bananaQuits incertae seDis  

Bananaquit Coereba flaveola PR B 1

tanaGers thraupiDae  

Western Spindalis Spindalis zena PR B 1

emberiziDs embriziDae  

Black-faced Grassquit Tiaris bicolor PR B 1

Greater Antillean Bullfinch Loxigilla violacea PR B 2

Chipping Sparrow Spizella passerina WR 4

Clay-colored Sparrow Spizella pallida WR 4

Lark Sparrow Chondestes grammacus V 5

Savannah Sparrow Passerculus sandwichensis WR 4

Grasshopper Sparrow Ammodramus savannarum WR 3

Lincoln’s Sparrow Melospiza lincolnii WR 3

Swamp Sparrow Melospiza georgiana WR 4

common name scientific name status

piranGa tanaGers anD allies carDinaliDae  

Summer Tanager Piranga rubra WR 3

Scarlet Tanager Piranga olivacea TR 4

Rose-breasted Grosbeak Pheucticus ludovicianus TR 3

Blue Grosbeak Passerina caerulea TR 3

Indigo Bunting Passerina cyanea WR 2

Painted Bunting Passerina ciris WR 3

Dickcissel Spiza americana TR 4

blackbirDs icteriDae  

Bobolink Dolichonyx oryzivorus TR 2

Red-winged Blacbird Agelaius phoeniceus PR B 1

Yellow-headed Blackbird Xanthocephalus xanthocephalus V 4

Shiny Cowbird Molothrus bonariensis SR 4

Brown-headed Cowbird Molothrus ater TR 4

Bahama Oriole Icterus northropi X 5

Orchard Oriole Icterus spurius TR 4

Baltimore Oriole Icterus galbula WR 3

olD worlD sparrows passeriDae  

House Sparrow Passer domesticus I PR B 1

exotics seen on abaco

Muscovy Duck Cairina moschata

Mallard Anas platyrhynchos

Chukar Alectoris chukar

Red Junglefowl Gallus gallus

Common Peafowl Pavo cristatus

Cockatiel Nymphicus hollandicus

Budgerigar Melopsittacus undulatus

Chestnut-fronted Macaw Ara severus

Military Macaw Ara militaris
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Albatross, Black-browed 16
Ani, Smooth-billed 93
Bittern, Least 136
Blackbird, Red-winged 84
Bobolink 123
Bobwhite, Northern 65
Bullfinch, Greater Antillean, 42
Bunting, Indigo 135
  Painted 74
Catbird, Gray 38
Coot, American 2
  Caribbean 28, see 2
Cormorant, Double-crested 36
  Neotropic 64
Cowbird, Brown-headed and Shiny 124
Cuckoo, Mangrove 62
  Yellow-billed 111
Dove, Common Ground- 32
  Eurasian Collared 37
  Mourning 139
  White-winged 106
  Zenaida 115
Dowitcher, Short-billed 92
Duck, Muscovy 140
  Ring-necked, 145
  Ruddy 151
Dunlin 127
Egret, Cattle, 29
  Great 41
   Reddish 85
  Snowy 154
Falcon, Peregrine 142
Flamingo, American 3
Flycatcher, La Sagra’s 50
Frigatebird, Magnificent 60
Gallinule, Common 31
Gnatcatcher, Blue-gray 21
Goose, Canada 26
  Greater White-fronted 132
  Ross’s 149
  Snow, 153
Grassquit, Black-faced 17
Grebe, Least 52
  Pied-billed 77, see 52
Gull, Bonaparte’s 23
  Herring 47
  Laughing 51
  Lesser Black-backed 55
  Ring-billed 86
Hawk, Red-tailed 83
  Swainson’s 96
Heron, Black-crowned Night 122
  Great Blue 40
  Green 44
  Little Blue 58

  Tricolored 98
  Yellow-crowned Night 112
Hummingbird, Bahama Woodstar 11
  Cuban Emerald 34
  Ruby-throated 150
Ibis, Glossy 131
  White 159
Kestrel, American 4
Killdeer 48
Kingbird, Gray 39
  Loggerhead 59
Kingfisher, Belted 121
Kite, Swallow-tailed 157
Knot, Red 81
Limpkin 57
Mallard 61
Martin, Purple, 144
Merlin 63
Mockingbird, Bahama 8
  Northern 66
Nighthawk, Antillean 7
Oriole, Baltimore 118
Osprey 72
Ovenbird 73
Owl, Barn 119
Oystercatcher, American 5
Parrot, Abaco 1
Parula, Northern 67
Peacock 76
Pelican, Brown 25
Pewee, Cuban 35
  Eastern Wood- 129
Phalarope, Wilson’s 160
Phoebe, Eastern 128
Pigeon, Rock 146
  White-crowned 104
Pintail, Northern 68
  White-cheeked (Bahama) 103
Plover, American Golden 116
  Black-bellied 15
  Piping 79
  Semipalmated 90
  Wilson’s 108
Rail, Clapper 30
Redstart, American 6
Robin, American 117
Sanderling 89
Sandpiper, Least 53
  Semipalmated 91
  Spotted 95
  Western 101
Sapsucker, Yellow-bellied 110
Shoveler, Northern 69
Snipe, Wilson’s 161
Sora 94

Sparrow, Clay-colored 126
  House 133
  Lincoln’s 137
Spindalis, Western 102
Spoonbill, Roseate 147 
Starling, European 130
Stilt, Black-necked 18
Swallow, Bahama 9
  Barn 120
Tanager, Summer 15
Teal, Blue-winged 22
Tern, Bridled 24
  Caspian 125
  Gull-billed 45
  Least 54
  Roseate 148
  Royal 87
  Sandwich 152
Thrush, Red-legged 82
Tropicbird, White-tailed 105
Turnstone, Ruddy 88
Vireo, Black-whiskered 20
  Philadelphia 143
  Thick-billed 97
  Warbling 158
 Yellow-throated 163
Vulture, Turkey 99
Warbler, Bahama 10
  Black-and-white 14
  Black-throated Blue  19
  Cape May 27
  Kirtland’s 49
  Magnolia 138
  Nashville 141
  Olive-capped 71
  Palm 75
  Pine 78
  Prairie 80
  Swainson’s 156
  Worm-eating 162
  Yellow 109
  Yellow-rumped 113
  Yellow-throated 114
Waterthrush, Northern 70
Willet 107
Woodpecker, Hairy 46
 West Indian 100
Woodstar, Bahama 11
Wren, House 134
Yellowlegs, Greater 43
  Lesser 56, see 43
Yellowthroat, Bahama 12
  Common 33
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