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Catesby included thi= map m The Natwal History af Caroling, Flovida and the Bahama Izlands. It was produced after
Georgia became a Britizh colony and was no longer part of Spanmizh Flonida. The Natwral Hiztory was given s title
before this change. Catesby’s time m “Florda™ was actually spant m Georgia. He also spent fime in Virgmia, South

Carolina, the Bahamas, JTamatea and Barmuda.



Omarnental headpisce for The Natural Hictary of Caroling, Florids ond the Bakawa Jrlmnds,
desipned by Mark Cateshry incorporating Indian weapens, tools and necklace.

Preface

Thres centuries ago, Mark Catesby (1683-1749), one of the foremost English-speaking naturalistz of the first half of the
18th century, explored the wildemess in Britam's Morth American colonies,

Hea first arrived with his sister in Virginia in 1712, where he stayed for seven vears, exploring from the coast to the
Appalachian Meountams plus side joumsys to Jamaica and Bermmda

Catesby raturned to North America agam in 1722, spending three vears m South Carolina and a year m the Bahamas.
During this time, he murvived sncounters with burmicanes, disease, rattlasnakes poisonous traes, and an Indian ambuosh.
It was also during this peniod that he made some notable observations. He is eredited with the first knoum written
comments m English about the effacts of habitat destruction on the survival of a species and he developed the first
rationzl theory of bird mupration.

Motably, m Amenca, he was comfortable staying with the highest levels of Colomal society and exploning the wilderness
with roughneck back comntry traders and with friendly Indians. His studies meludad not only the colonies’ fauma and
flora, but also the planters” and Indians’ nse of plants for econemie and madicmal purposzas.

Cateshy was a careful observar, noticing such things as freshovater swamp, cak and hickory land, and pme-barren land

Hiz descriptions of the different types of land in the coastal plam, bazed on the abundanes and distribution of plants, ware
similar to how the state of South Carolina appraized land for tax purposes almost a cantory later.



After axplorng the Bahamas, Cateshy returned to England fo personally write, atch and color The Namural History of
Caroling, Florida and the Bahama Irlands. Fost publishad in 1731, 104 years before John James Andobon’s Birds
of Amsrica, hiz accomphishrnants wers desenbed by 2 Imowladzeable contemporary as “the most magnificent Work [

know of smee the Art of Printimg has been discover’d”.

Catesby was recognizad by bemg presented at court to Queen Carolme, Cusen Fegent of England, and was elscted 2
Fellow of the Eoyal Society, still the world's most prestizious scientific society. It has been documented that his Natoal
History volumes were 2 major infiuence on the works of Carl Linnasus, Prezident Jefferson, Lews and Clark, John

Tames Audubon and even Charles Darwin.

Teo learn more about this amazing man, you are encovraged to consult The Curions Mister Catesby: a “oruly ingenious ™
naiuralist explores mew worlds and also Catesby's The Natwral History of Cavoling, Florida and the Bahama Izlands.
The bast way to read this rare book 1= via the on-line varsion of the Smithsonian’s excellant copy at
wow biodiversitylibrarv.org hem /126524, In addihon, the Cateshy Trust website 1z another great zource of
information: www.catesbvirust.org.

Founded m 2002, the non-profit Catesby Conzmemerative Trust, Inc_ exists to “nspire respect for early naturalist
explorers and ensure conservation of thewr work, as well the plants, anmmals and habitat they studied, through education
and research.” Achievements to date nclude the very suceessful public broadeasting documentary The Curious Mister
Cateshy:; the 2012 Cateshy Tercontennial Sympozium; recempt of the 2016 Literature Award of the Council on Botanieal

& Horbieultural Libranes for The Curiouws Miztsr Catesby: a “truly mgsnions ™ naturalizi explores new worlds; and
Mark Cateshy s New World: Jowrsy, a video presented to the frst-ever 118, maating of the Limnean Socisty of London,
foundad m 1738,
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Thas, the first known and still existing pen and mk drawmg by Mark Catesbry, depicts the leaf and Sower of the
American Lotus (Nelumbeia lutea). Usunally, he sent samples of dried plants to his sponsors in England, but this plant
was too thick and fleshy to dry.

The guahty of the drawing 1= quite remarkable. {Image courtesy of Oheford Unrversity Herbaria )



T Aty Hawk i+

Cateshy dezcribed how the “Fishing Hawk™ (Osprey; Pandion kaliastus) hovered over water and, diving mto it, rarsly
failed to emerge without a fizh m its talons. However, Bald Eazles would watch them carefully and usually force them to
give up their catch. (Vol [ plate 2)



This iz another example of Cateshy showing a bird (Bokolink; Dnlickema orpsiverus) with an ecologically approprizte plant. Thase
bird= were kmown to elear 40 acres of nee (Orvza sativa) =o completely that the remaims were hardly worth harvestme. However,
the plantars took revengze: the birds were considered to be a great delicacy and were easily shot after they had gorgad on nica. But

thair preatest importance to Catesbry lay m s realization that birds miprate rather than spending the winter in the bottom of lakes or

hollow trees - a theorv that had held since the dayvs of Anstotle. While lving on the deck of a sloop at Andros Izland in the Bahamas,
he heard “Fice-bards™ fiving overhead on their way from Cuba, whers the nice crop had besn harvested, to Carolinz where 1t was
ripeming. Thiz lad to the first rattonal theory of bird nugration, which Catesby later presented in 2 paper to the Eoyal Society. Whils

maccurate m many ways, Catesby’s paper was 2 major step forward in understanding of how and why birds migrate. (Vol I, plate 14)
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*“The Parrot of Carolina™ (Carolma Parakeet; Comuropiz cavolinsnsic) was the only parrot present in British Morth
America. They were very destructive of apples m orchards, which may help explain why thev alzo have been extmet
for a century: The Cypress of America (Bald Cypress; Taxodicom disrichum), in addition to being a food source for
the parakeets, was known for its ine balsamic fragrance and for providmg excellent, weather-razistant imbar

for building houses. (Vol L, plate 11)
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(left) Catesby noted that the Green Tree Frog (Hyla cinsrea) bad umsual feet that acted as suction cups on even the smoothest
leaves. They conld jump up to four yards from one surface to another, and chng to the backs of laaves to hide from pradators.
Also depieted 15 “The Skunk Weed” (Slamk cabbage; Sywmplocarpus foetidus). The spider (Grean Lymee Bpuder; Peucetia
viridans) 15 not mentioned m the text of The Natural History. (Vol II, plate 71}

(right) Whila Cateshy had good knowledze of the American Allizator (Allipator mizsizzippisnsic), naither he nor b=
contemporaries appear to have known that alhgators and crocodiles are different species. This etching 1z very likaly of the now
exxtinet Bahaman crocodile in appropriate habatat “The Mangrove Tree” (Red Mangrove; Rhizophora mangle). (Vol II, plate 63)
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(laft) The Lamb Laurel (Ealmia angustifolia) was sent to Catesby by John Bartram from a remota part of Pennsybrania,
where it grew on rocky, shady lillsides and rrver banks. While he found that it grew 1n England, 1t didn’t bloszom. In
contrast, the Great Lawrel {nght) (Rhododendron maximum), alzo supplied to him by JTohn Bartram and a shrob rather than
a tree, flowered for several vears. (Appendix 17)

{right) The Lily Thom (Catesbasa spinosa) was found by Catesby near Mazsan. He brought seeds from: the Bahamas
to England. One gardener successfully raized seedlngs and diztributad plants to the famous gardenmg enthusiast Peter
Collineon. Cateshy felt honored that Dr. J. F. Gronovms of Holland, and patron of Linmaens, named the genus after him_
The accompanying butterfly 15 the Zebra Swallowtail (Protegraphium marcellus), which from the long Latin polymomial
Catesby nsed, ha'd probably found m Carclma (Vel II, plate 104)



This handzome book is the perfect introduction to Mark Catesby - artist, scientist and explorer. It provides an overview of Catesby's travels
as he explored southeastern Nozth America before the land was extensively populated by Europeans. His paintings wer e created to show the
wonders of America to the people across the Atlanfic who could never travel so faz. Thanks to this book and its interpretive taxt, we can still
marvel at these pictures today.

Glyn Church, New Zealand —~ Author of Contplsts Hydrangsas and horticulturist

Mark Catesby was a plantsman of rare 1ision and an artist of extraordmary skill.  As a naturalist, Catesby wa:z she firat to suggest the
intricate relationships between plants and birds long before the term “ecology” was understood. This beautifully illustrated book introduces
Catesby’s genius to anyone curious about the natural world. A splendid mtroduction for students and for all those who still love to explore.

Linda Lear - Author of Bsatrix Pottsr: A Lifs in Natwes.
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